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Harlingen Police Department joins the White
House National Police Data Initiative program.

In 2014, The President launched the Task Force on 21st Century Policing to identify
the best means to provide an effective collaboration between law enforcement and
local communities that reduces crime and increases trust. In May of 2015 the White
House and the Department of Justice (DOJ) launched the Police Data Initiative (PDI), a
community of national best practices that includes leading law enforcement agencies
committed to improving the relationship between citizens and police through the use of
data that increases transparency, builds community trust, and strengthens
accountability.

The Harlingen Police Department will be the first Police Agency in the Rio Grande
Valley to join the PDI program, and one of only four agencies in the State of Texas. By
joining PDI, the Harlingen Police Departments open data will improve transparency,
accountability, and legitimacy helping to enhance the relationship between the Police
Department, and the community of Harlingen.

The HPD Crime Fusion Center (CFC) is an analytical division within the Harlingen
Police Department that will be compiling several data sets to be posted on the City of
Harlingen website. The first open data sets that were selected to be made available to
the public will include Calls for Service, Traffic Stops, and Crash data. All three of these
open data sets will be from January 2016 to date, and will be updated on a monthly
basis for the public to view. More open data sets will be added as we move forward
with the program.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/12/18/fact-sheet-task-force-21st-century-policing
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/05/18/launching-police-data-initiative
http://medium.com/@WhiteHouse/does-open-data-build-trust-49ee4d400ba

