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Halloween is upon us and it can be a fun holiday for kids, but often causes stress 
for parents and other adults.  The biggest concern being the children’s safety.  The 
Harlingen Police Department would like to offer the following tips to ensure that this 
Halloween is fun and SAFE! 

• Make sure the path to your home is clear, and welcome trick-or-treaters 
with exterior lights on  

• Monitor traffic, acts of mischief and potential crimes against children in your 
neighborhoods  

• Report any suspicious or criminal activity immediately 

• Don’t hand out homemade or unwrapped treats to children 

• Motorists should exercise extreme caution while driving.  Be alert for 
excited children whose vision may be obscured by masks.  Watch for kids 
darting in and out of traffic 

• Dress your children safely; utilize flame retardant costumes.  Use make-up 
instead of bulky masks.  Wear light colors or use reflective tape. 

• Carry a flashlight when trick-or-treating after dark 

• Trick-or-treat in groups that are accompanied by parents or other 
responsible adults 

• Map out a safe trick-or-treat route ahead of time 

• Do not allow children to go inside anyone’s home.  Remain on the porch. 

• Do not accept rides from strangers and remind kids to keep a safe distance 
from moving vehicles. 

• Cross streets only at the corners, never between parked cars or diagonally 
across intersections.   

• Do not take short-cuts through backyards or alleyways 

• Inspect all “treats” before consuming 

• Discard homemade or unwrapped treats 

Play it safe and have a great Halloween! 
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