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THE FUTURE: ECONOMIC GROWTH

Overview
Harlingen is at the center of the Rio 

to maximize on the economic growth of 
the region. 

The medical industry is an established and growing industry in 
Harlingen.

added since 2012. 

$93 Million 
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City Revenues

Other

CITY OF HARLINGEN

MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES, FY 13-14
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MARKET RATE VALUES OF PROPERTY

2.91 Billion 
(2014)

1.91 Billion 
(2004)

Property Tax Trends

Property Value: 

 

Tax Rate: 

Property Taxes and Land Use:

53%
the total market value 

tax rate is 
the lowest 
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Sales Tax TrendsMARKET VALUE OF PROPERTIES BY LAND USE

32%
Increase in Sales  

the past decade 

tax rates.
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Retail Spending in Harlingen

 

has been slowing in recent years, and Harlingen 

ANNUAL SALES TAX RECEIPTS 
CITY OF HARLINGEN & CAMERON COUNTY

Year Gross Sales 
(Harlingen)

Growth 
Rate

Gross Sales 
(Cameron Co)

$157 to 
$235.5 
million

Over $2.1 
billion 

annually
Gross sales in 
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Other Revenues - Trends

Franchise Taxes

Hotel/Motel Taxes

Summary of  Revenue Trends

Summary - City of  Harlingen Tax Revenues by Source
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Workforce & Employment

HARLINGEN WORKFORCE 
CHARACTERISTICS, 2000-2012

2000 Census
Number

2010 Census

ACS 2008-2012

LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

CITY OF HARLINGEN, 2005-2014

Commission
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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

CITY OF HARLINGEN, 2012

assistance



CH
APTER 2 | The Future

2-9CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
One Vision One Harlingen

Economic Assets
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Downtown Harlingen
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Economic Growth - Key Actions

Economic Growth in 

 
alignment with the HEDC as it pursues economic growth 

  

 
growth in the city.

 

• 

• 

AAPPTTEERR
22

|||
The

Fut
Goal Statement - Economic Growth 
“Harlingen will have a strong, diverse and sustainable 

residents and that makes the city a great place to live 
and work.” 
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Mexico energy, oil and gas industry.  

• 

• 

 
  

infrastructure.
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 Target and sustain the Medical and Health Industry as 
  



CH
APTER 2 | The Future

2-13CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
One Vision One Harlingen

• 

• 

In every way possible, support improvements to the 
 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

Additional Economic Development 
Implementation Strategies

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Key Measures to Track Economic 
Development Progress

• 
• 
• 
• 
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THE FUTURE: TRANSPORTATION

The 2013 Thoroughfare Plan
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Figure 2.1  Thoroughfare Plan
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Transportation Philosophy

mode

Resolving these barriers is 
a key to increased commercial viability 
and indeed increased livability of 
Harlingen.

that should be adopted by Harlingen to 

streets.  

STREET HIERARCHY: 
A FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Arterials

Collectors

Local
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Streets are among 
the most important 

“framework” 
elements in a city, 
and how they look 
tells us everything 

about a city.

Context Sensitive Solutions
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Complete Streets

all

along across a 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Transportation Recommendations and Key 
Actions

 

Work with the CCRMA to ensure that the proposed 

• 

• 

and create excellent regional and local 

the character of the city and provide 
for all modes of travel.”
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  Adopt and implement a policy of connected 
developments

  Improve roadway capacity in West Harlingen

  .  

 

• 

• 

  To facilitate east/west travel, improve East Wilson 

• 

• 

• 

to School Guide
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from Ed Carey to FM 509 along the southern edge of the airport 

 

• 

• 

the appearance of  key roadways and streets to serve as 

Designate the following boulevards, avenues and 
streets as “great streets” 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

  

• 

• 

  Maintain Tyler and Harrison as a one-way couplet 
through the city, but enhance the appearance of both avenues, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

and bicyclists.

  

sidewalks.

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
• 

 
area primary and secondary schools.

• 

 

of curb unless absolutely necessary

• 

• 

 
the premier airport in the region

 

• 

 
outside of vehicle ownership, consider and adopt policies 

systems

• 

• 
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THE FUTURE: DRAINAGE & UTILITIES
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Floodplain Management

Goals and Objectives

Harlingen”
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to exercise sound 
management for 

stormwater drainage 
throughout Harlingen.

 Guide new 
(or redevelopments) 
development through 

future development 

Program.

updated based on the most recent drainage studies conducted by the 
City, Cameron County, State of Texas or Federal agencies.

drainage improvement planning with other governmental agencies 

Drainage Master Plan. 

As directed by the Drainage Master 
Plan, construct remedial improvements to 

areas of poor drainage within the city.

maintain their water carrying capacity. 

infrastructure.

ponds to reduce discharge of stormwater to the rate that can be 
accommodated by the downstream drainage system.

appropriate, and implement the recommended improvements in 

future costly increases.
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