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APPENDIX D: LAND USE

THIS APPENDIX INCLUDES:

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF LAND USE IN GUIDING 
HARLINGEN’S GROWTH

2. EXISTING LAND USE IN HARLINGEN

3. A FUTURE LAND USE PLAN FOR HARLINGEN

4. SPECIAL CHARACTER DISTRICTS

5. GENERAL LAND DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

6. ANNEXATION STRATEGIES

The process by which lands are evaluated and 
assessed to become a basis for decisions involving 

impact on the community1
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Existing Land Use Distribution

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

LAND USE 2014
EXISTING LAND USE

2000
EXISTING LAND USE

-

-

* Included only city parks
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Existing Land Use

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Figure D.1  General Existing 
Land Use in Harlingen 
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A FUTURE LAND USE PLAN FOR HARLINGEN

The FLUP does 

How the FLUP is Formed

 
used

Harlingen’s Future 
Land Use Map is 
unique in that it 
is based on area 

character as well as 
use.
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Buildout Assessment

• 

• 

• 

LAND USE 2014
EXISTING LAND USE

ULTIMATE BUILDOUT ETJ ULTIMATE 

-

Mixed Use

-
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Figure D.2  Future Land Use Plan 
Map
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needs.

Mixed Use

• 

• 

LAND USE CATEGORIES FOR HARLINGEN



AP
PE

N
D

IX
 D

 |
 L

an
d 

U
se

D-8 CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
One Vision One Harlingen          



APPEN
D

IX D | Land U
se

D-9CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
  One Vision One Harlingen



AP
PE

N
D

IX
 D

 |
 L

an
d 

U
se

D-10 CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
One Vision One Harlingen          



APPEN
D

IX D | Land U
se

D-11CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
  One Vision One Harlingen



AP
PE

N
D

IX
 D

 |
 L

an
d 

U
se

D-12 CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
One Vision One Harlingen          

SPECIAL CHARACTER DISTRICTS 

 

Special character districts 

throughout Harlingen.  
Within each district, unique 
development strategies should 
be considered because of the 
cultural, environmental, land 
use, or infrastructure issues 
within those districts.  Six 
special character districts have 
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Downtown District
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Medical District 
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Aerotropolis District
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Regional Retail District 

revenue.
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Emerging West Harlingen District
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Emerging West Harlingen District Continued
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Arroyo Colorado District
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Determining Appropriate Use

CHARACTER DISTRICTS: APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT TYPES

M
ix

ed
 U

se

Ce
nt

er

CHARACTER DISTRICTS
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GENERAL LAND DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Management of  Future Growth
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

newer areas.

Environmental Protection
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

Economic Development
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

Housing
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 
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Parks and Recreation
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Transportation
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Urban Design
1. 
2. 

feature.
3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
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Civic Facilities
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Historic Preservation
1. 
2. 
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A STRATEGY FOR GROWTH & ANNEXATION

• 
areas.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

future.

• 

• 

• 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Road.
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Figure D.3  Growth Plan
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“The future is not a result of choices among 


