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APPENDIX B: COMMUNITY PROFILE

First canal, c. 1905.  Source: City of Harlingen

Main Street, Harlingen, c. 1912.  Source:  City of Harlingen

Historic Reese Building.  Source: City of Harlingen

Where is Harlingen Today?
Harlingen is on a roll!  Since the Vision 2020 Comprehensive Plan 

growth.  Harlingen has grown 

67,000, with another 9,000+ 

commercial permits led the 

values is 53% higher than a 

triple what it was a decade ago.

measure progress throughout the 

Harlingen must consider in 
shaping how it grows. We look 

$3 Billion 
in 2014

$15.5 Million 
revenue in 2014

$93 Million 
commerical permits in 2013

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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8. 
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Harlingen’s Past

Lon C. Hill who in 1902 purchased a 
13,837 acre track where Harlingen is 

general stores, a hardware store, a 

moved their headquarters along the 

live. 

travel in the region. 

centers in the region, and has also resulted 
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Harlingen’s Strategic Regional Context

  Since 

 The Los 

throughout the United States.

personnel.

residents in the greater 
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City of  Harlingen within Cameron County
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which is designed to address issues that 

strategies. 

HARLINGEN

PRIMERA

COMBES

PALM VALLEY

SANTA ROSA

LA FERIA

SAN BENITO

RIO HONDO

LOS INDIOS

CAMERON COUNTY

MEXICO

MEXICO

G
U

L
F 

O
F 

M
E

X
IC

O

H
ID

A
L
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O
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O
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N

T
Y

WILLACY COUNTY

Harlingen and 
Surrounding Areas in 

the Harlingen/San 
Benito Metropolitan 

Planning Organization
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also takes into account 

Historic Population Trends 

41,207 in 1960. 

POPULATION TRENDS & PROJECTIONS

HISTORIC POPULATION TRENDS CITY OF HARLINGEN  
(EXCLUDING ETJ) & CAMERON COUNTY, 1910-2014

1910 1,126 - 27,158 4.2%
1920 1,784 4.7% 36,662 3.0% 4.9%
1930 12,124 21.1% 77,540 7.8% 15.6%
1940 13,306 0.9% 83,202 0.7% 16.0%
1950 23,229 5.7% 125,170 4.2% 18.6%
1960 41,207 5.9% 151,098 1.9% 27.3%

1970 33,503 -2.0% 140,368 -0.7% 23.9%
1980 43,543 2.7% 209,727 4.1% 20.8%
1990 48,735 1.1% 260,120 2.2% 18.7%
2000 57,564 1.7% 335,227 2.6% 17.2%
2010 64,849 1.2% 406,220 1.9% 16.0%
2013 66,324 0.8% 419,119 1.0% 15.8%

2014* 67,000               1.0%     - - -
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Harlingen’s Effective Population

The Region’s Population Continues to Grow

1.9% over the past decade.  

GROWTH COMPARISON OF RIO GRANDE VALLEY, 2000-2013

2000 2010 2013

57,564 65,849 66,324 8,760 15.22% 1.43% 10.44% 2.54%
978,369 1,264,091 344,464 35.21% 3.06% - -
335,227 406,220 419,119 83,892 25.03% 2.26% - 24.35%
569,463 774,769 818,707 249,244 43.77% 3.70% - 72.36%

53,597 60,968 62,793 9,196 17.16% 1.60% - 2.67%
20,082 22,134 22,214 2,132 10.62% 1.01% - 0.62%

Existing Residences within Harlingen’s West ETJ
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Future Growth Potential

that growth. 

as well as recent accelerated 

65,000

70,000

75,000

80,000

85,000

90,000

95,000

100,000

105,000

110,000

2013 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 2043

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 Scenario 4

GROWTH PROJECTION SCENARIOS FOR HARLINGEN (NOT INCLUDING 
CURRENT ETJ POPULATION) 2013-2043

67,000
(2014)

107,000

106,000

89,000

82,000
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65,000

75,000

85,000

95,000

105,000

115,000

125,000

135,000

2013 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 2043

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 Scenario 4

GROWTH PROJECTION SCENARIOS FOR HARLINGEN (INCLUDING ETJ) 
2013-2043

76,000
(2014)

125,000

106,000

100,000
95,000
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• 
• 
• 

rate, own vs. rent, and income

Tapestry Segments

recent arrivals. Home ownership is important in this segment 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

39.5%
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7.8%

6.4%

5.1%

5.1%
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0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18% 20%

    Under 5 years

    5 to 9 years

    10 to 14 years

15 to 19 years

20 to 24 years

25 to 34 years

35 to 44 years

45 to 54 years

55 to 64 years

65 to 74 years

75 to 84 years

    85 years and over

Age Group

P
er

ce
n

t o
f P

op
u

la
ti

on

Female

Male

Y

Silent

Age and Gender Characteristics

HARLINGEN POPULATION BY AGE DISTRIBUTION TREND: 
CITY OF HARLINGEN & GREATER ETJ, 1990-2013

1990 2000 2010 2013

35.5% 34.4% 33.6% 32.7%
28.1% 26.2% 25.1% 25.5%
22.3% 24.9% 28.1% 28.2%
14.1% 14.5% 13.2% 13.6%

HARLINGEN POPULATION BY GENDER AND AGE - 2013

At 32.8 
years, 

Harlingen’s 

younger 
than Texas 
as a whole.
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Racial and Ethnic Characteristics

race. 

POPULATION BY RACE AND ETHNICITY TRENDS: 
CITY OF HARLINGEN & ETJ, 1990-2013

  1990 2000 2010 2013
% White 79.6% 79.2% 87.4% 86.4%

0.6% 0.8% 0.8% 1.4%

Indian 0.2% 0.5% 0.5% 0.6%

0.3% 0.7% 1.0% 1.1%
0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

17.7% 16.4% 8.4% 8.7%
1.4% 2.4% 1.7% 1.8%

69.6% 73.3% 80.1% 81.2%
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Household Characteristics

household. There are more owner-occupied housing units 

stronger.

area.

renters (96.7%).

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS TRENDS:
CITY OF HARLINGEN & GREATER ETJ, 1990-2010

 1990 2000 2010
3.09 3.02 3.04

18.9% 19.0% 19.8%
20,976 26,015 29,633
16.3% 18.2% 15.2%
65.3% 67.4% 66.3%

34.7% 32.6% 33.7%
-

HOUSING TYPE CHARACTERISTICS (INCORPORATED AREA ONLY)
2000 AND 2012

Occ Occ
14,062 60.5% 92.3% 77.3% 22.7%
1,926 8.3% 82.1% 5.1% 94.9%
3,567 15.3% 78.9% 5.6% 94.4%
3,690 15.9% 44.8% 83.1% 16.9%

Occ Occ
15,943 61.6% 89.4% 77.1% 22.9%
3,015 11.6% 78.6% 4.8% 95.2%
4,016 15.5% 70.9% 3.3% 96.7%
2,912 11.2% 55.7% 80.2% 19.8%
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Workforce & Employment Characteristics

than the surrounding area. 

other workers in Harlingen.

comprehensive plan, Harlingen has a 

supports the 

in health care. 

strong industries in the 

EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT

MAJOR EMPLOYERS (2015)
3,321

3,234

975

883

618

607

605

600

575

572

570

559

United HealthCare Services, Inc. 455

381

371
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development, design standards, signs, landscaping requirements, 

street design standards.  There are other components such 
as signs, landscaping, parking, and other design standards; 

Zoning

developments.  

use.  

1974. 

land).  

EXISTING REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
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up to 60%, has resulted in large homes constructed on small 

considered.
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The 

and uses along sidewalks.

The 

HARLINGEN ZONING DISTRICTS

condominiums, and connected townhouses

Services
NS

retail sales

Light Industrial LI

HI

Planned 

N

Source: City of Harlingen Zoning Ordinance
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Scale

Harlingen City Limits

This map has been produced by the City of Harlingen for the sole purpose of locating jurisdictional
boundaries and is not intended for any other purpose.  The map data is compiled from various sources
including orthophoto imagery, engineer plans and plats, survey field notes, and other sources.
This map is intended for graphic representation only. No warranty is made by the City regarding
Its accuracy or completeness. Before relying on any information on the map, check with the
Planning Department. Date of map 09-04-14

Zoning Designations

Not-Designated (N)

Single Family Residential (R1)

Duplex Residential (R2)

3/4-Plex Residential (M1)

Multi-Family Residential (M2)

Mobile Home Residential (MH)

Planned Development (PD)

Office (O)

General Retail (GR)

Light Industry (LI)

Heavy Industry (HI)

Neighborhood Services (NS)

Patio Home Residential (RPH)

Figure B.1  City of  Harlingen Zoning Map



AP
PE

N
D

IX
 B

 |
 C

om
m

un
ity

 P
ro

fil
e

B-20 CITY OF HARLINGEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
One Vision One Harlingen

Subdivision Street Design Standards

PAVEMENT WIDTHS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY WITHIN 
SUBDIVISIONS

Minimum Minimum 

1 mile

Local
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Harlingen is located in a region that is 

PHYSICAL SIZE AND NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS
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