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SECTION 2: DEFINITION OF WORDS AND TERMS HEREIN 
 
 

Section 2.01 General Definitions 
 
Certain words in this Ordinance are defined as follows: Words used in the present tense include 
the future; words in the singular include the plural; and the words in the plural include the 
singular; the word "building" means the same as the word "structure"; the word "lot" means the 
same as the word "plot" or "tract"; the word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary.  Any terms 
not defined within this document shall be considered to have the most commonly acceptable 
meaning as can be identified in a standard dictionary. 
 
1. ABUTTING - Lying adjacent or contiguous along a common border. 
 
2. ACCESSORY BUILDING - In a residential district, a detached subordinate building used 

for a purpose customarily incidental to the main structure including, but not limited to a 
private garage for automobile storage, greenhouse as a hobby, home workshop, children's 
playhouse, garden shelter, but not involving the conduct of a business.  Refer to section 
7.02 and 14.01 for restrictions on placement. 

 
3. ACCESSORY USE - A use subordinate to and incidental to the primary use of the main 

building or to the primary use on the premise. 
 
4. ADULT BUSINESS – A business whose product or service sales are restricted to adults 

over age 18 including, but not limited to, tattoo parlors and head shops. 
 
5. ALLEY - A public space or thoroughfare which affords only secondary means of access to 

property abutting thereon. 
 
6. APARTMENT - A room or suite of rooms in a multi-family dwelling or apartment house 

arranged, designed or occupied as a place of residence by a single family, individual or 
group of individuals. 

 
7. APARTMENT HOUSE - Any building or portion thereof, which is designed, built, rented, 

leased or let to be occupied as three or more dwelling units or apartments or which is 
occupied as a home or place of residence by three or more families living in independent 
dwelling units. 

 
8. AREA OF THE LOT - The area of the lot shall be the net area of the lot including 

easements, but shall not include portions of streets and alleys. 
 
9. ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY - Residences for the elderly that provide rooms, meals, 

personal care, and/or supervision of self-administered medication.  The use is similar to a 
nursing home, but more like apartment living than hospitalization (same as GROUP 
HOME). 
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10. BAKERY, RETAIL - A place for preparing, baking and selling baked goods and products 

prepared on the premises. 
 
11. BAR/LOUNGE - Establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold for on-premise 

consumption.  (Note:  an establishment that can prove it produces more than 50% of its 
gross income in sales of food items may be classified as a restaurant rather than a 
bar/lounge.) 

 
12. BASEMENT - A building story which is partly or wholly underground.  A basement shall 

not be counted as a story in computing building height. 
 
13. BED AND BREAKFAST – An establishment typically run from an individuals’ residence 

that offers overnight accommodations and a morning meal to visitors for compensation. 
 
14. BLOCK - An area enclosed by streets and occupied by or intended for buildings; or if it is 

used as a term of measurement, it shall mean the distance along side of a street between 
the nearest two streets which intersect said street on the said side. 

 
15. BOARD - The Zoning Board of Adjustment established in Section 18. 
 
16. BOARDING HOUSE - A building other than a hotel, where lodging and meals for five or 

more persons are served for compensation. 
 
17. BUILDING - Any structure built for the support, shelter and enclosure of persons, 

animals, chattels or moveable property of any kind. 
 
18. BUILDING LINE - A line parallel or approximately parallel to the street line at a specified 

distance therefrom marking the minimum distance from the street line that a building may 
be erected. 

 
19. BULK STORAGE - The unpackaged, unbundled, unbound or loose storage, in mass 

quantities, of materials. 
 
20. CALL CENTER - A central place where customer and other telephone calls are handled 

by an organization, usually with some amount of computer automation. Typically, a call 
center has the ability to handle a considerable volume of calls at the same time, to screen 
calls and forward them to someone qualified to handle them, and to log calls. Call centers 
are used by mail-order catalog organizations, telemarketing companies, computer product 
help desks, and any large organization that uses the telephone to sell or service products 
and services. 

 
21. CELLAR - A building story with more than one-half its height below the average level of 

the adjoining ground.  A cellar shall not be counted as a story in computing building height 
(same as BASEMENT). 
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22. CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY OR COMPLIANCE - An official certificate issued by 

the City through the enforcing official which indicates a conformance with or approved 
conditional waiver from the Zoning Regulations and authorizes a legal use of the premises 
for which it is issued. 

 
23. CITY COMMISSIONERS - The governing body of the City of Harlingen, Texas. 
 
24. CITY MANAGER - The chief City Administrator. 
 
25. CLEANERS - A retail service providing dry cleaning of clothes. 
 
26. CLEANING AND DYEING SERVICE INCLUDING CARPETING - An industrial use in 

which products are cleaned and/or dyed through chemical processes.  No direct exterior 
exhaust from a cleaning plant is permitted and dust and/or fumes must be controlled by 
either bag or filter and separator or precipitator so as to eliminate the exhausting of dust, 
odor, fumes or noise outside the plant. 

 
27. CLINIC - A group of offices of one or more physicians, surgeons or dentists to treat sick 

or injured out-patients who do not remain overnight. 
 
28. COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR PRIVATE SCHOOL - An institution established for 

educational purposes and offering a curriculum similar to the public schools or an 
accredited college or university, but excluding trade and commercial schools. 

 
29. COMMERCIAL AMUSEMENTS, OUTDOOR - Activities such as golf driving range, 

pitch and putt course, archery, miniature golf, carnivals and similar outdoor activities but 
not including go-cart racing, drag strips or auto racing. 

 
30. CONDOMINIUM - A condominium as applied to the ownership of real estate means a 

living unit with ownership in common with others of a parcel of land and certain parts of a 
building thereon which would normally be used by all the occupants, such as yards, 
foundations, basements, floors, walls, hallways, stairways, elevators and all other related 
common elements, together with individual ownership in fee of a particular unit or 
apartment in such building.  In this context, it is confined to ownership of a residential unit 
such as an apartment. 

 
31. CONVALESCENT HOME - Any structure used for, or customarily occupied by, persons 

recovering from illness or suffering from infirmities of age. 
 
32. COURT - An open, unoccupied space, bounded on more than two sides by the walls of a 

building.  An inner court is a court entirely surrounded by the exterior walls of a building. 
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33. CUSTOM PERSONAL SERVICE - Establishment primarily engaged in providing 
services involving the care of a person or his or her personal goods or apparel.  Services 
include, but not limited to, a tailor shop, shoe repair, health studio or travel consultant. 

 
34. DAY NURSERY OR DAY CARE CENTER (ADULT OR CHILDREN) - An 

establishment where more than six (6) children or adults are left for care or training during 
the day or portion thereof.  Six (6) or fewer children or adults may be left for care or 
training during the day or a portion thereof in single family residential, multi-family 
residential, and mobile home residential district only if: 

 a. the residential structure maintains a completely residential appearance; 
 b. a screening fence is maintained in the rear yard of the property to keep children 

 on the premises; 
 c. no sign advertising the service is placed on the residential premises; 
 
35. DEPTH OF LOT - The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines. (See 

Illustration, Appendix A) 
 
36. DISTRIBUTION CENTER – An establishment engaged in the receipt, storage and 

distribution of goods, products, cargo and materials, including transshipment by boat, rail, 
air or motor vehicle.  The breakdown of large orders from a single source into smaller 
orders and consolidation of several orders into one large one for distribution to several 
recipients and vice versa are often part of the function of a distribution center (sometimes 
overlaps warehouse functions). 

 
37. DISTRICT - A section of the City of Harlingen from which the regulations governing the 

area, height or use of the land and buildings are uniform. 
 
38. DUPLEX - A building on a single lot containing two single-family dwelling units totally 

separated from each other by an unpierced wall extending from ground to roof. 
 
39. DWELLING, MULTIPLE FAMILY - Any building or portion thereof, which is designed, 

built, rented, leased or let to be occupied as two or more dwelling units or apartments or 
which is occupied as a home or residence of two or more families. 

 
40. DWELLING, ONE FAMILY - A detached building having accommodations for and 

occupied by not more than one family or by one family and not more than four (4) 
boarders and lodgers. 

 
41. DWELLING, TWO FAMILY - Same as duplex. 
 
42. DWELLING UNIT - A building or portion of a building which is arranged, occupied or 

intended to be occupied as living quarters and includes facilities for food preparation and 
sleeping. 
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43. EASEMENT - A right given by the owner of a parcel of land to another person, public 
agency, or corporation for a specific and limited use of the parcel. 

 
44. FAMILY - Any number of individuals living together as a single housekeeping unit, in 

which not more than four individuals are unrelated by blood, marriage or adoption. 
 
45. FARM, RANCH, GARDEN OR ORCHARD - An area of five (5) acres or more which is 

used for growing of usual farm products, vegetables, fruits, trees and grain, and for the 
raising thereon of the usual farm poultry and farm animals such as horses, cattle and sheep, 
including the necessary accessory uses for raising, treating and storing products raised on 
the premises, but not including the commercial feeding of offal or garbage to swine or 
other animals, not including any type of agriculture or husbandry specifically prohibited by 
ordinance or law, and not including those types or operations generally considered as 
feedlots. 

 
46. FLOOR AREA - The total square feet of floor space within the outside dimensions of a 

building including each floor level, but excluding cellars, carports or garages. 
 
47. FLOOR AREA RATIO - An indicated ratio between the number of square feet of total 

floor area in the main building(s) on a lot and the total square footage of land in the lot; it 
is the number resulting from dividing the main building floor area by the lot area. 

 
48. FOURPLEX - Same as QUADRUPLEX. 
 
49. FURNITURE AND APPLIANCE STORAGE, REPAIR AND SALE, NEW AND USED, 

OUTSIDE - The unenclosed sale of used goods.  (Used furniture and/or appliances may 
not be stored, repaired, displayed nor sold outside of a building in general retail zone.) 

 
50. GARDEN AND PATIO HOMES - A Garden or Patio Home is a single family dwelling 

unit in which one wall may be erected to one (1) common property line, this wall (s) can 
have no penetration of any kind including but not limited to opening for windows, doors, 
ventilators, clothes dryer vents, water heater, pressure discharge pipes, electrical circuits 
and apparatus, and shall be constructed and maintained to one (1) hour fire resistance 
rating from ground line to roof deck.  The wall(s) or projections including roof overhangs 
shall not cross a property line.  The other walls of a garden or a patio home shall contain 
no greater percentage of openings than allowed by the currently adopted building code of 
the City of Harlingen.  The wall(s) or fences shall not encroach into any restricted area(s).  
Front yard setbacks for garden homes or patio homes shall be not less than ten (10) feet.  
There shall be no rear yard requirements applicable to patio or garden homes.  Each patio 
or garden home shall provide no fewer than two (2) paved off street parking spaces.  No 
garden or patio home or part thereof, shall encroach into a restricted area as defined in 
Section 25:42, Article III, Chapter 25 of the Harlingen Code of Ordinances. 

 



ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION 2:  DEFINITIONS 

2-6 

51. GREENHOUSE, NURSERY FOR RETAIL - The display of plants offered for sale must 
be behind the front yard line established in the district in which the nursery or greenhouse 
is located. 

 
52. GROUP HOME - same as ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY. 
 
53. HEIGHT - The vertical distance of a building measured from the average established grade 

at the street line or from the average natural front yard ground level, whichever is higher, 
to (1) the highest point of the roof's surface, (2) to the deck line of-mansard roofs, or (3) to 
the mean height level between eaves and ridge for hip and gable roofs and, in any event, 
excluding chimneys, cooling towers, elevator bulkheads, penthouses, tanks, water towers, 
radio towers, ornamental cupolas, domes or spires, and parapet walls not exceeding ten 
(10) feet in height.  If the street grade has not been officially established, the average front 
yard grade shall be used for a base level. 

 
54. HOME OCCUPATIONS - A home occupation is an occupation customarily carried on in 

the home by a member of the occupant's family, without the employment of additional 
persons, without the use of a sign to advertise the occupation, without offering any goods 
for sale on the premises and which does not create obnoxious noise or other obnoxious 
conditions to abutting residential property, such as odor, increased traffic congestion, light 
or smoke. 

 
55. HOSPITAL/NURSING HOME - An institution where sick or injured patients are given 

medical or surgical treatment for a temporary or extended period of time and which is 
licensed by the State of Texas. 

 
56. HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCE SERVICE AND REPAIR - A repair service including items 

such as radio and television, but not involving the use of equipment which generates noise, 
odor or electrical frequencies so as to interfere with the use and enjoyment of adjacent 
property. 

 
57. INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING, LIGHT – Operations which do not emit detectable 

dust, odor, smoke, gas or fumes beyond the bounding property lines of the lot or tract upon 
which the use is located and which do not generate noise or vibration at the boundary of 
the LI District which is generally perceptible in frequency or pressure above the ambient 
level of noise in the adjacent areas.  Operations of any type which meet the general 
conditions set forth above and which are not offensive by the reason of the emission of 
noise, odor, smoke, gas, fumes, dust, glare or the creation of hazard, but specifically 
excluding the following uses: 
(a) Animal feedlots; 

 (b) Animal slaughtering or chicken killing; 
 (c) Acid manufacture; 
 (d) Ammonia manufacture; 
 (e) Automobile wrecking yard; 
 (f) Carbon Black manufacture; 
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 (g) Cement, lime gypsum or plaster of paris manufacture; 
 (h) Chlorine manufacture; 
 (i) Cotton gin or compress; 
 (j) Explosives storage or manufacture; 
 (k) Glue and fertilizer manufacture; 
 (l) Petroleum and petroleum products refining and manufacture; 
 (m) Petroleum tank farm; 
 (n) Petrochemical plant; 
 (o) Rendering plant; and 
 (p) Any use which due to the possible emission of excessive smoke, noise, gas, fumes, 

dust, odor or vibration or danger of explosion or fire is presently or in the future is 
determined a hazard and subject to special control. 

 
58. INDUSTRY, OTHER - Any manufacturing or industrial use not prohibited by law except 

those uses listed above, which shall not be permitted without a Specific Use Permit as set 
forth in Section 15. 

 
59. KENNEL – Any lot or premises on which four or more animals, four months of age or 

older are kept temporarily or permanently for the purpose of training, breeding, boarding 
or for sale. 

 
60. LAUNDROMAT, INCLUDING SELF-SERVICE DRY CLEANING - Clothes cleaning 

facility of a similar type customarily found in the home and of the customer self-service 
type and not a commercial laundry or cleaning plant. 

 
61. LIVING UNIT - The room or rooms occupied by a family and must include cooking and 

bathroom facilities. 
 
62. LODGING HOUSE - A building where lodging for five (5) or more persons is provided 

for compensation. 
 
63. LOT - Land occupied or to be occupied by a building and its accessory buildings, and 

including such open spaces as required under this ordinance, and having its principal 
frontage upon a public street. 

 
64. LOT COVERAGE - The percentage of the total area of a lot occupied by the floorprint 

(first story of floor) of buildings located on the lot and including any impervious surfaces 
such as asphalt or concrete. 

 
65. LOT LINES - The lines bounding a lot as defined herein. 
 
66. LOT OF RECORD - A lot which is part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been 

recorded in the Office of the County Clerk of Cameron County or a parcel of land, the 
deed for which is recorded in the Office of the County Clerk of Cameron County prior to 
the adoption of this ordinance. 
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67. LOT DEPTH - The mean distance between the front and rear lot lines. (See Illustration, 

Appendix A.) 
 
68. LOT WIDTH - The width of a lot at the front building line. (See Illustration, Appendix A.) 
 
69. MAIN BUILDING - The building or buildings on a lot which are occupied by the primary 

user. 
 
70. MINI-STORAGE UNITS – A structure containing separate, individual, and private 

storage spaces of varying sizes, leased or rented on individual leases generally for storage 
of items. 

 
71. MOBILE HOME - A structure for primary purposes of dwelling occupancy and so 

equipped as to be transportable as constructed (Refer to Manufactured Home Ordinance). 
 
72. MOBILE VENDOR - A vendor whose wares are set up temporarily on an occupied 

property whose owner has agreed in writing to allow access to bathroom facilities and 
parking as required by the business generated by the mobile vendor.  A vendor shall be 
considered “mobile” if the structure used to vend goods and/or services from is capable of 
being removed from the site on a daily basis.  A snow cone stand used seasonally, which is 
not built on-site, may be considered mobile if it contains provisions such as wheels or a 
hitch by which to remove the structure.  Tent structures used for temporary or seasonal 
sales shall also be included. 

 
73. MOTEL - An inn or group of cabins designed for occupancy by paying guests; a hotel. 
 
74. MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS - same as DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY. 
 
75. NEIGHBORHOOD CLUB (PRIVATE) - Quarters for a private neighborhood 

organization made up of residents of a specific area and may include social and 
recreational facilities for members only. 

 
76. NOISE, AMBIENT LEVEL - The general pressure and frequency level of noise in the 

vicinity of the premises on which a use is located including traffic noise from nearby 
streets. 

 
77. NON-CONFORMING USE - A building, structure or use of land lawfully occupied at the 

time of the effective date of this Ordinance or amendments thereto, which does not 
conform to the use regulations of the district in which it is situated and has been occupied 
continuously without interruption or intent of discontinuation. 

 
78. OCCUPANCY - The use or intended use of the land or buildings by proprietors or tenants. 
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79. OPEN AIR BUSINESS – Any business including, but not limited to an auto mechanic use, 
that might be established without a formal building structure.  (At a minimum, sanitary 
concerns must be addressed for workers of the business.) 

80. OPEN SPACE - Area included in any side, rear or front yard or any unoccupied space on 
the lot that is open and unobstructed to the sky except for the ordinary projections of 
cornices, eaves and porches. 

 
81. OUTDOOR MUSIC ESTABLISHMENT – An entity (structure or building) including 

businesses and non-businesses which include or initiate musical broadcasting or 
entertainment or amplified sound, music or spoken word or any sound, that goes beyond 
the confines of an enclosed building, or which can be heard beyond the building’s property 
line even though the music, spoken word or sound is played, spoken or broadcast from 
inside the building. 

 
82. PARKING SPACE - An area on a lot sufficient in size to store an automobile not less than 

nine (9) feet wide and twenty (20) feet long connected to a public street or alley by a 
driveway no less than ten (10) feet wide and so arranged as to permit ingress and egress of 
the automobile at all times without moving any other automobile.  The parking spaces and 
connecting driveways for all businesses and residential uses shall be of asphalt or concrete 
surface. 

 
83. PHARMACY - an establishment having at least one licensed pharmacist as owner or 

employee which fills prescriptions on the premise for sale, and additionally sells non-
prescription drugs, medicines and medical supplies. 

 
84. PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT: The City Commission of the City of Harlingen, 

Texas after public hearing and proper notice to all parties affected and after 
recommendation from the City Planning and Zoning Commission, may authorize the 
creation of Planned Development Districts of a designated size, permitting but not limited 
to, the following uses:  shopping center, residential development, neighborhood services, 
medical center, hospital, civic center, community center, office center, recreation center, 
industrial center, or any combination thereof. 

 
85. PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION - The agency appointed by the City 

Commission as an advisory body to it and which is authorized to recommend changes in 
the zoning and approved platting established in Section 17. 

 
86. PORTABLE BUILDING - A structure that was built off site and moved to a lot, tract, or a 

piece of land for use as storage or commercial use, and/or that does not have a concrete 
slab or a perimeter beam with footings, and is not habitable according to the Housing 
Code.  All portable buildings shall be anchored.  Refer to Section 14.02 for restrictions on 
placement and allowable size of portable buildings. 

 
87. PRIVATE GARAGE - An accessory building housing vehicles owned and used by 

occupants of the main building; if occupied by vehicles of others, it is a storage space. 
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88. QUADRUPLEX - Four attached dwellings in one building in which each unit has two 

open space exposures and shares one or two walls with adjoining unit or units. 
 
89. RAILROAD, TRACK AND RIGHT-OF-WAY - But not including railroad stations, 

sidings, team tracks, loading facilities, docks, yard or maintenance areas. 
 
90. RECYCLING CENTER - A business which collects, packages, and ships recyclable 

material. 
 
91. RESIDENCE - Same as DWELLING. 
 
92. RESIDENTIAL ZONE - Any lot or tract zoned with the designation of R1, R2, M1, M2, 

or MH primarily intended for residential living in single family homes, duplexes, multi-
unit residences, townhouses, condominiums, garden or patio homes or mobile homes. 

 
93. RESTAURANT - Any place where food is prepared and intended for individual portions 

are provided.  If a restaurant has a permit to sell alcoholic beverages for on premise 
consumption as a secondary source of income, it will not be considered a bar/lounge.  
Whenever the City of Harlingen receives a complaint or has reasonable suspicion that a 
violation of this section exists, it may require any establishment serving alcoholic 
beverages as a secondary use to provide the City, within 30 days of notification, a verified 
audit for each quarter of the calendar year, showing the gross income derived from the sale 
of food and alcoholic beverages. 

 
94. RETAIL STORE AND SHOP - Service offering all types of goods for sale from within 

the store and only new merchandise shall be permitted in an outside display on a 
temporary basis (maximum two-week period biannually).  Goods, which are made and 
sold for outdoor use (i.e., lawn furniture, playground equipment, plants, etc.) shall be 
permitted in an outside display on a permanent basis. 

 
95. ROOM - A building or portion of a building which is arranged, occupied or intended to be 

occupied as living or sleeping quarters which may include toilet and/or cooking facilities. 
 
95. ROOMING HOUSE - Same as LODGING HOUSE. 
 
97. SETBACK - Distance between the lot line and the outermost building wall or post. 
 
98. SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS -  A massage establishment, nude studio, nude or 

partially nude dancing establishment, nude modeling studio, love parlor, adult bookstore, 
adult movie theater, adult video arcade, adult movie arcade, adult video store, adult motel, 
or any other commercial enterprise of which the primary business is the offering of a 
service or the selling, renting, or exhibiting of devices or any other items intended to 
provide sexual stimulation or sexual gratification to the customer.  Evidence that a motel 
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offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than 10 hours shall be 
prima-facie evidence that such motel is an "adult motel" as this term is used herein. 

 
99. SIGN - An outdoor advertising that is a structure or that is attached to or painted on a 

building or that is leaned against a structure for display on a premise. 
 
100. SIGN: BUSINESS OR POLE - Those signs solely for the purpose of identifying and 

advertising the use or business on the property on which the sign is located. 
 
101. SIGN: CHURCH, SCHOOLS AND TEMPORARY - Name plates and bulletin boards for 

apartment houses, schools and churches, but not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in 
area and not of a flashing, intermittent, revolving or similarly light type, also temporary 
signs pertaining to the sale or rental of property not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in 
area and advertising property only for a use for which it is legally zoned. 

 
102. STORAGE BUILDING - A building (including SAF-T-BOX or mobile-mini containers) 

primarily for the use or storage of goods and/or provisions not including hazardous 
chemicals or dangerous materials such as dynamite, etc. Refer to Section 14.03 for 
restrictions on placement and allowable size of storage buildings. 

 
103. STORAGE WAREHOUSE – A building used primarily for the storage of goods and 

materials by the owner of the goods, or operated for a specific commercial establishment 
or group of establishments in a particular industrial or economic field. 

 
104. STORY - The height between the successive floors of a building or from the top floor to 

the roof (or ten (10) feet if no physical floors are established such as in the case of a 
cellular tower). 

 
105. STREET - Any thoroughfare or public driveway, other than an alley, thirty (30) feet or 

more in width, which has been dedicated or deeded to the public for public use. 
 
106. STREET LINE - A dividing line between a lot, tract or parcel of land and a contiguous 

street, the right-of-way line. 
 
107. STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS - Any change in the supporting member of a building 

such as a bearing wall, column, beams or girders. 
 
108. STRUCTURE - Same as BUIDLING. 
 
109. SUN SCREEN - A screen type wall constructed of masonry and/or cedar or redwood of 

sufficient strength to support said wall in a straight and unbroken condition.  Said wall 
may be so constructed as to permit passage of reasonable current of air and/or light but 
adequate to shield the activity from the sight of occupants of adjacent property. 
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110. TEMPORARY FIELD OFFICES - Portable building or temporary building used as field 
office for a real estate development or construction project and subject to removal at 
direction of Building Inspector. 

 
111. TENNIS OR SWIM CLUB - A private residential club with restricted membership, 

usually of less area than a Country Club, but including a clubhouse and swimming pool, 
tennis courts and similar recreational facilities, none of which are available to the general 
public. 

 
112. THOROUGHFARE - Same as STREET. 
 
113. TOWING, WRECKING OR WRECKED VEHICLE STORAGE SERVICE - A service to 

tow motor vehicles which cannot be moved under their own power, such business shall 
include vehicle storage lot to store motor vehicles involved in accidents which cannot 
otherwise move under their own power.  In no event shall any single stored vehicle remain 
on such storage lot for a period in excess of ninety (90) days. No wrecking, salvage 
dismantling or sales of used auto parts shall be conducted from towing or wrecker service 
premises, or from the premises on which such vehicles are stored.  Additionally, should 
any such vehicles remain on such lot for a period in excess of ninety (90) days, such lot 
shall be deemed to be a "wrecking and salvage yard" under the provisions of this zoning 
ordinance. 

 
114. TOWNHOUSE - A townhouse is a single family dwelling unit in which the building 

and/or wall(s) may be erected to or on property line on the front, rear and sides, in which 
the building has no opened space except a patio inside the walls and which is erected for 
the specific purpose of providing a location for inside living.  Townhouses shall be built in 
a series or group of attached units with property lines separating such units.  The common 
wall shall be constructed as set out in the current Standard Building Code regarding 
separation between townhouses.  No townhouse, or, part thereof, shall encroach into a 
restricted area as defined in Section 95.40 of the Harlingen Code of Ordinances. 

 
115. TRAILER PARK - An area designated, arranged or used for the parking or storing of two 

(2) or more travel trailers which are occupied or intended for occupancy as living quarters 
by individuals or families. 

 
116. TRAVEL TRAILER (RECREATIONAL VEHICLE) - A trailer equipped to be 

transported and used for temporary occupancy; in size not to exceed eight (8) feet in width 
and not to exceed forty (40) feet in length. 

 
117. TRIPLEX - A building containing three dwelling units, each of which has direct access to 

the outside or to a common hall. 
 
118. WRECKING AND SALVAGE YARD – Any property on which wrecking, salvage, 

dismantling or sales of used auto parts shall be conducted from towing or wrecker service 
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premises, or from the premises on which such vehicles are stored.  A yard on which 
inoperable vehicles remain for a period in excess of ninety (90) days. 

 
119. YARD - An open space other than a court, on the lot in which a building is situated and 

which is not obstructed from a point thirty (30) inches above the general ground level of 
the graded lot to the sky, except as provided for roof overhang and similar special 
architectural features. 

 
120. YARD, FRONT - An open, unoccupied space on a lot facing a street extending across the 

front of the lot between the side lot lines and from the main building to the front lot or 
street line and the main building as specified for the district in which it is located. (See 
Illustration, Appendix A.) 

 
121. YARD, REAR - An open, unoccupied space, except for accessory buildings as herein 

permitted, extending across the rear of a lot from one side lot line to the other side lot line 
and having a depth between the building and rear lot line as specified in the district in 
which the lot is situated. (See Illustration, Appendix A.) 

 
122. YARD, SIDE - An open, unoccupied space or spaces on one or two sides of a main 

building and on the same lot with the building, situated between the building and a side 
line of the lot and extending through from the front lot line shall be deemed a side yard. 
(See Illustration , Appendix A). 

 
123. ZONING MAP, CITY OF HARLINGEN - The official certified map upon which the 

boundaries of the various Zoning Districts are drawn and which is an integral part of the 
Zoning Ordinance.  (See Appendix F) 

 


